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basic necessities such as food, water, clean 

surroundings and shelter. I resolved to do 

whatever I could within the short period of my 

visit to provide any relief that I could for my 

community.  

With the support of Trans-Atlantic 

Environmental, Inc., the San Marcelino 

Municipal Hall, the local church, and local 

volunteers, we were able to provide food for  

 I never fully understood the saying òHome is 

where the heart is,ó a popular quote from 

Gaius Plinius Secundus (also known as Pliny, 

the elder) a roman naturalist, commander, and 

poet , until during a recent vacation trip.  

Imagine a life where there was no home to call 

your own with no city, town, or village to call 

your own. A life where basic necessities such 

as, food, water, and shelter are luxurious 

items. Most people are lucky enough only to 

hear of such abject misery from the media such 

as the news, newspaper articles, and on famous 

social media sites such as Youtube and Face-

book. For the people of a small Filipino village, 

that is not the case.  

Located in the province of Zamables, on the 

Big island of Luzon, is one of many Filipino 

indigenous tribes which was evacuated and 

relocated due to the catastrophic volcanic 

eruption of Mt. Pinatubo.   
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over 100 villagers at least twice around for the 

day. This was just a small step, to 

bring hope and the meaning of 

home, back to these people.  

Our goal was to satisfy their hun-

ger first, and then educate them 

about environmental cleanliness. 

To help solve the problem of lack 

of  clean drinking water, we were 

able to replace an old borehole 

that had been broken down for several years. 

With the help of local partners, (Contõd on pg 3) 

The greatest meas-

ure of success is 

being a source of 

hope for the hope-

less. 

 Itõs been over 20 years since the volcanic erup-

tion occurred, but home and 

hope still seem far away for 

these indigenous people.  

On a recent trip to this part of 

the Philippines, I was disheart-

ened to witness Filipinos rang-

ing from children to senior 

citizens  displaced and begging 

for food. The clothes on their 

backs were ragged ,old and torn. Few, if any 

had any type of footwear. It was clear that they 

were malnourished and disenfranchised of   

AJ (in blue shirt) with volunteers and some local children 
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I am very honored to have such outstanding 
staff working side by side with me in TAE. 
Volunteers like AJ, Cicely, Charles, Omar, 
Joelina, Sani, Lorena, Nathan and the rest of 

the team have demonstrated such great passion for the cause. 
We have been able to reach many with barely any resources.  
As Jesus said, òThe harvest if plentiful but the laborers are 
fewó. Your support is very much needed as we strive to reach 
as many people as possible.  

This summer, we began work in the Philippines and Burundi 
and continued our Waste-to-Energy work in Ghana. Please 
take a moment and follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and our 
website for upcoming events! Our next big project is Light the 
World project in Burundi. Stay tuned for the launching date! 
Thanks  so much for your continued support.                                                             

                    

T A E  P r e s i d e n t  a t  L e a d e r s h i p  C o n f e r e n c e  

 Under the theme "Rising Up to Leadership", the conference 

aligned leadership to changes in global engagement and their chal-

lenges. An apparent challenge is the alignment of corporate culture 

to indigenous culture around the world and the need to rise above 

the "dollar" to have a real and meaningful social and corporate re-

sponsibility. Dr. Kwame Acquaah raised the issue of carefully bal-

ancing the implication of corporate and indigenous cultures care-

fully so as to maximize global productivity and par-

ticipation. 

Alex Gorsky, CEO of Johnson and Johnson, stated 

that a leader must believe in something and a cause 

bigger than themselves, believe in something outside 

of one's self; and embrace the sense of community 

because that was the most rewarding thing. There 

were several other speakers at this conference who 

spoke broadly about the effects of good leadership in 

the 21st century. One take away from this was that 

all of us have a responsibility to leave this world a 

better place than we found it and to make a differ-

ence in our communities. Lt. Gen. Talley expressed the challenges 

of a global perspective on leadership beyond one's self. 

Under-Secretary of the United Nations Humanitarian Affairs, Val-

erie Amos, expressed the daily challenges of meeting global needs 

and the kind of leadership that it demands and how we can best 

align ourselves with effective leadership. Today's leaders should 

cultivate a lasting leadership. As a leader, you should surround 

yourself with the right people, who share the same vision, and are 

willing to demonstrate their passion to the cause. 

 

 

 

 

The University of Pennsylvania held its 17th annual Wharton 

Leadership Conference this summer. The successful conference 

challenged leaders to take a unique perspective to leading in the 

21st century.  

The conference was attended by TAE President, Dr. Kwame 

Acquaah and about 275 leaders in academia, corporate Amer-

ica, and other international 

organizations such as the 

United Nations. Among the 

speakers were Denise Morri-

son, CEO of Campbell Soup; 

Peter Grauer, Chairman of 

Bloomberg Incorporated; 

Alex Gorsky, CEO of John-

son and Johnson; Lt. Gen. 

Jeff Talley, Chief of US Army 

Reserve; Valerie Amos, Un-

der-Secretary-General for 

Humanitarian Affairs, United 

Nations; Joseph Pfiefer, Chief of Counter Terrorism, New 

York; Andrew Muir, Executive Director of The Wildlife Foun-

dation; and Platon, an award winning photographer and author 

of ôPowerõ. 

 

Dr. Acquaah with  Lt. Col. Jeff Talley, Chief of U.S. Army   

Reserve  

Dr. Acquaah with Cmdr. Joseph Pfiefer, Chief  

of Counter Terrorism (New York) 
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(contõd from pg 1) we hope to  continue educating and pro-

viding relief for this community.   

I am currently raising funds and planning on going back to 

build more boreholes to provide cleaner water and conduct 

further environmental education on proper waste manage-

ment and environmental health. It is hoped that these efforts 

will help them rebuild their lives and finally have a place to 

call home.  

  

To get involved in this great cause and for further information, 

please contact AJ at aj@taenvironmental.org 

Villagers lining up for food distribution 


