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Cal State University Sacramento
Partners with TAE Ghana Initiative

alifornia State University Sacramento

(CSUS) President, Alexander
Gonzalez, met with TAE President Dr.
Kwame Acquaah on October 7th and of-
fered the support of the university for
TAEO®s Gh atorEnerdydniidtive.

President Gonzalez shared with Dr.

Acgqguaah the wuniversit
global environmental studies and solutions,
and endorsed the efforts of TAE in its goal

to solve the waste disposal crisis in the
West African nation of Ghana. President
Gonzalez is encouraged that the work of

CSUS President, Alexander Gonzalez

with TAE in making a positive contribution
to world health, green energy production,
and genuine environmental cleap. Presi-

5 TAE is being spearheaded by CSUS alumnident Gonzalez believes that CSUS students
D e Pk Acquaah and TAE Senior Vice

President, Alan Waite.

can learn from the TAE initiative.

BN

Dr . Acquaah stated, 0

The CSUS Environmental Studies Depart- CSUS O6partner & and we

ment has become a major part of the
uni versityods focus,
Acquaah that CSUS is excited to partner

working with the university to help make
Adnrd c@omszadleaz tcdled nlzrr.

TAE Taps United Nations Adviser For Support

rederick Ampiah, Partnerships AdvisorAmpi ahds support is a

for the United Nations Development

has been instrumental in connecting interna-

Programme, is working with TAE in prepara-tional entrepreneurs with Ghana , promoting
tion for TAE Pr esi deinnbvatibrand néwtechnalaiesd s J u n ¢

2011 visit to Ghana.

Dr. Acquaah will be meeting with the

His advice and networking will be instru-
mental not only in helping TAE secure the

Ministers of Environment, Health and Energynecessary approvals, but successfully deploy-
and will discuss TA Eifgawastemenergy program.i t h t he

Municipal Chief Executive of thdfanstiman
district where TAE hopes to implement its
pilot wasteto-energy gasification project.

(see photo, p. 4)
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From t he Presi den

The issues facing Ghana and other AfricaAs in anything worth fighting for, the

countries do not begin and end onthe  challenges of rebuilding and the restora-

continent. tion of the African economic platform is
not going to be easy. It would take

As the continent continues to attract in- more than a concept, money, and a sin-

ternational interest, probably more than itgle organization to see this through.

was during colonization, Africans both

home and in the Diaspora are taking step3hat is where all of us come in! with all

to rebuild the continent. of us doing just a little bit, rebuilding can
TAE President take place in a way that will be long last-
Dr. Kwame Acquaah This is particularly true for Ghana. ing and meaningful for many generations

Sankofasignifies this commitment to re- to come.

store and rebuild. In Akargankofaneans

going back to something you left behind. Welcome toSankofa P1 eas e elnj o
TransAtlantic Environmental is commit-

(\JSLkOfa ted to joining hands with localommunities.

signifies the .
g Sacramento Business Standout Donates Gem to TAE

commitment Mahmud Sharif, the owner of the indiscriminate disposal of e ™
Sharif Jewelers has been a pillaaste in Ghana, Mr. Sharif donatq - \
in the Sacramenté-olsom area a ruby, gold, and diamond ring to
to restore for the last 30 years, providing help raise funds at the TAE fund-
philanthropic support to many raising event on May 13, 2011.

. community causes and non
and rebU”d profit organizations. The ring was independently ap-
praised $1000 and will be auc- Thank you,
Africao I'n support of tion&dabTAE Mdy fL3thrfundraiser. Mahmud Sharif!!

address the negative effect of
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CRISIS IN GHANA: KNEE DEEP IN WASTE

Children
playing on
s toxic land-
== fillin

' Ghana

here is a silent environmental

I and healtkrelated crisis in the
West African nation of Ghana
that will soon reach catastrophic pro-

portions. TAE is determined to keep
that from happening.

Waste Disposal Crisis

Municipal solid waste management in
Accra, Ghana, is at present delivered
in an unsustainable manner. Due to
uncontrolled urbanization, over 2,500
tons of waste is generated daily in
Accra and its surrounding areas, and
this exerts much pressure on an over
strained solid waste management
system.

In the city of Accra alone, over
300,000 tons of solid waste is col-
lected annually. This represents only
60 percent of the waste generated.
Coupled with weak institutional ca-
pacity, and lack of resources, both
human and capital, the city authorities
face difficulties in ensuring that all the
waste generated in the city is col-
lected for disposal.

Collection of residential waste is lim-
ited to high and, some middle income
areas while the poor are left to con-
tend with the problem on their own.
This leads to indiscriminate disposal of
waste in surface drains, canals and
streams, creating unsanitary and un-
sightly environments in many parts of
the city and in the surrounding com-
munities. The extent of this problem
transcends the city of Accra to not
only the entire country but also to all

of West Africa, creating a major re-
gional crisis. Having overfilled local
landfill capacities, open lands across
Ghana are used as public lavatories
and as solid and liquid waste dump-
sters. An estimated 90 percent of
these waste dumpsters are within
residential areas, creating a major
health burden on an already crippled
health system.

Health Crisis

The child mortality rate in Ghana is at
tragic level® According to UNICEF,
tens of thousands of children under
the age of 5 die annually as a result of
preventable illnesses and the infant
mortality rate remains significantly
high. According to the World Health
Organization, significant major contri-
butions to child mortality stem from
inadequate and uncontrolled waste
disposal in and around urban areas.

In addition, the uncontrolled and ex-
tremely poor air quality contributes to
everincreasing respiratory illnesses in
Ghana. It is estimated that one in
three Ghanaians living in urban areas
suffer from respiratory related prob-
lems.

Environmental Crisis

Current waste disposal systems are
antiquated and depend on opeair
combustion of solid and liquid wastes
(which include toxic substances).
Landfills were maximized years ago
and urban waste is simply burned.
Few controls over toxic substance
combustion currently exist in Ghana.
Waste that is norcombustible simply
remains in situ .As garbage is burned,
carbon and other harmful gases are
released directly into the atmosphere,
further contributing to the deteriora-
tion of the environment.

The increased levels of waste are hav-
ing a devastating impact not only on
the Ghanaian ecosystem but also on

other African countries. As properly
recognized by the United States, dam-
age to the environment does have
global implications regardless of where
the problem originated.

Energy Problems

Finally, the Ghanaian electrical power
grid is underdeveloped and inconsis-
tent. Power outages are frequent
throughout the country, and the deliv-
ery of power to regions outside urban
areas is minimal to none. The nation
must enhance its power generating
capabilities and reduce dependency on
hydro-electrical generation in order to
increase its industrial capacity and im-
prove the peopl ebds

In many places in Ghana, despite the
huge accumulation of garbage in town-
ships and in the landfills, the availability
of electricity is scattered and unreli-
able. The country is currently experi-
encing challenges in controlling the
garbage problem of the country while
dealing with the rampant unreliability
of energy for businesses and homes.
Africa will be the platform for the

next economic revolution and energy
and the environment will be the cen-
ter of its growth.

Until waste is properly handled in sub
Saharan Africa, the effective realization
of its economic potential will be seri-
ously limited.

Sad, but true, the children of Ghana
routinely play amidst its waste

S
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Cali forni a State Uni

African Conference Features TAE

T hisyear marked the 20 Annual African Confer- Attendees spoke out for greater leadership and solutions
ence at California State University, Sacramento,to the many issues brought up by roundtable discussions
and TAE was in the midst of it all. and forums; issues like the future of Rwanda and Burundi
postgenocide and the need for moral fortitude in future
leadership and even greater leadership in Sacramento
community Africans in order to initiate change back home.

The Center for African Peace and Conflict Resolution
has been a powerful advocate for peace for both
Africans in the Diaspora and those on the continent.
It was an eventful celebration with the Chief Justice Leading to the last day of festivities were several work-
of the Republic of Ghana, Her Ladyship Mrs. Georginashops and discussions that focused on the establishment of
Woods as the keynote speaker. Among the Ghanaiataws that foster equality and fairness in dealing with conflict
delegation was Nene Amegatse of Sam Okudzeto & within the African culture. The workshops and presenta-
Associates in Accra. tions also featured interesting and innovative endeavors
such as the Wastéo-Energy Project currently underway in
Ghana by TAE.

TAE was clearly a unique component of the usual reund

table of professionals, professors, businessmen and women,

and students who discussed economic development in Af-

rica. TAE was | auded profusely
address Ghanads waste crisis an
energy as a component of economic development in the
region. The pr ese-otEaetgypon of TAE
posal drew widespread support from the attendees, and

TAE was able to network with several significant individuals

from around the country who are strong advocates for

new economic initiatives in Africa.

Above: TAE staff and Frederick Ampiah, UNDP

Left to right: Alan Waite, Sr. \\RPlanning; Harinder Dhillon, VBpera-
tions; lvy Acquaah, YEommunity Affairs; Kwame Acquaah, President;
Frederick Ampiah, UND®hana; Terrance Stokes, Managéommunity
Affairs; Kurt Hirzy, Sr. Associaté dResearch



