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In celebration of Black history month, anguoffoundly approachable personality.
course, African pride, the African community

in the Sacramento Metropolitan Area is pHuitbrable Awoniyi was a law clerk at the Law

to see one of their own, Honorable Bunmpffice of D. Kapp Nees in 1991 and a crown pros

Awoniyi on the California Superior Court ecutor at the Crown Prosecution Service ih Lon-
bench! California Governor Jerry Brown rg _ don from 1989 to 1990.

cently named four new Superior Court juc | Awoniyi earned a Juris
for the Central Valley. Among the judicial ' Doctorate degree from|the
pointments announced was the appointm Inns of Court School o
48vyearold Nigerian woman, Bunmi O. ' | Law, a Masters of Law
Awoniyi in Elk Grove, California. Honorak degree from the University
Awoniyi has served as a principal attorne \ | of Leicester School of Law
a family law practice since 1994. She wag | and a Bachelor of Law|de-
adjunct professor at the University of Nor; gree from the University
California, Lorenzo Patifio School of Law of Essex.
1997 to 1998, an associate attorney at the b@Wanie Bunmi Awoniyi

Office of Steven L. Wessels from 1993 to 1994 She is a certified family law
and an associate attorney at the Law Offtbc&egﬁ
Brady and Kent from 1992 to 1993.

alist. She fills the vacancy created by the co
version of a court commissioner position gn De-

She truly makes the community proud, n&EfRge" 3: 2011.

by her outstanding achievements, but aIS{:Ecpr?grratulations, your Honor! We love you!
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mains an independertmmofit umbrella organ-

In the spirit of our renewed focus on buildiagien workingwith dl interested patiesfor the
stronger and effective African Diaspora, tiveelfare of the African continent.

African Leadership Council will now be known )

as th@rganization of African Leaders in Among its current membership are Ghana,

the Diaspora (OALLD). This name change F\’_wanda, Liberia, Nigeria, Et_hlopla, Kenya, Zam-
takes effect immediately and OALD will bl_a, Congo, Algeria, Burundi, South Africa, and
continue its work in promoting African unity'erra Leone.

and progress on secionomic initiatives an%\

L . . Y country in Africa wishing to participate is
development. The mission will remain foc%%c%lura ed to send an email to the President at
on Africans in the diaspora and thdieingl! g

as it relates to our beloved continent of Af IC%ALID@gmalI.com.

Building a consensus is key and the role of the



Top Black Environmentalists

February is Black History month. In honor of all the acamtailwa r e house for oOosurplus and
plishments of the people of African descent, we salutegheire d f r om const r uRaised ion the Somhd d

hard work, dedication and contribution to the developmgi3f omar is passionate about creating a green environment
civilization. As part of the celebration, we are going to shed the helping in any way possible within

spotlight on the efforts made by some of the top black environ- _ his means to encour ) nd
mentalists towards environmental conservation. Thoue!s, ™ _‘\ IS mea S o€ C‘?“ agfe eusea
: ' ~ conservation. He is nationally rec-

are many more than we can r

tion here, we would like to higi \ ognized as a leading voice for

light Lisa Jackson, Omar Freill worker ownership, green jobs, and
John Francis, Van Jones, and my environmental justice. Omar

Beverly Wright. Omar Freilla  brings to his work years of experi-
President Obama appolrifer ence challenging envwoqmental injustices, §upportlng thg devel
, . . . . ment of workeswned businesses, and creating opportunities for
Jacksonas the first AfricAmerican administrator with th?eflection on power and privilege.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). A New Orleans na-

ti ve, Jacksonds career i MhenyiPI abigi®hih@ankidksprodably tlhetmbse N s
25 years, and ever since joining the Obama administration,t hent i ¢ environment al act i
sheds brought the discusgvabdoReod eéBvVviarpemeetcal degstip
forefront. Last year, the EPA teamed up with the Congegaséenaht about saving our planstopfeed riding in motorized
Black Caucus for an Environmental Justice Tour, visiting:ai€le®r over 22 years beginning in
across the nation affected by pollution disproportionateflje early 1970s because of the net Dred
effect on the environment. During { i

Next, iOmar Freillafrom Bronx. H®unded Green Work-,[ime he walked the width of 48 staf

er Cooperatives in 2003. Thigruit organization seeks tgnd alketo So$1th ﬁ‘”t]eﬂca' He on

Lisa Jackson

develop workewned, green-cops i n New Yaor

Bronx. Its first communit Rebuilders Source, is a rélimed't3 motorized transportatic - L
' Yoo ' 1994. He also took eyé@r vow of silence around the same time

and was able to earn bachel o

while being quiet. He was named a United Nations Environmen
CNREY ¢KS t NEBAARS GPEPgramsC?%d\{gll ambassador in 1991 and wrotd*thadiook

walker: How to Change Your World One Sabpuat lzisTexen-

February is a very important month to|aljife experiences traveling by foot.
Diaspora but particularly, Africans. For cen-

turies, the people of African descent hayother top Black environmentalist who has already made a sig
made significant contributions to civilizafight impact on global environmental igsmedaisesAnthony

celebrating such achievemente Tevies & great sonde o K. "Van" Jones is an environmental advocate
g 9 and New York Times {se#ling author.

plishment and pride. This year, regardless of your rac _
nicity, join in the celebraii@elebrate humanity! Celehr: The cdounder of three rprofits (Ella
Baker Center for Human Rights, Color of

Africa and the her sons and daughters everywhere!
Change and Green for All) he was named by

Ti me magazine as one

Beginning January 2013, all our newsletters will be st
between two months. For example, this edition is Jan Environment 6 Presid
February and the next will be FeldMaacii. However, th ) o )
issuance will be within 4 to 6 weeks of each publicati / i Jones as Special Advisor for Green Jobs in
always, thank you for your support. It is much appreciated. March of 2009, a newly created position. He

A s oA s stepped down later that year, though, after coming under a hail
t NBaARSYU

storm of criticism from conservatives continue on page 4

To submit articles for future Sankofa Editions, please write to us at Admin@taenvironmental.com



Environmentalism: The African Point Of View

Environmentalism as defined by the Mi@eimter online mental challenge land conservation and preservation. A typical
dictionary is the o0theor ganipleidhowihé Magssway df IRe iSnow Beihgltiteaened |
heredity as the important factor in the development anghgSgex of land and the people of the Congo clashing with their

cially the cu_IturaI and !ntellectual development of an m%% Rlhent about living on conservatierstality of the
or group. It is also defined as the advocacy of the preservation

restoration, or improvement of the natural environment g.droughts in Somalia is unspeakablt\a. Today, African is a
cially the movement to c¥Rprev@stgeofirpotm dhes 0devel opec
dump their secehdnd CFGilled products at the African Har-
Africans by nature are naturalists who through the worsbig.of
Mother Earth (in Ghana called Asaase Yaa), communed with
the earth, lived respectfully off its resources and had |stiteia a solution? There is the need for a global consensus
the forests decl ared 0s albuildagtidat vallmadively dddress tiisoprolsleant Theerdcent r o
and hunting. There was-areith sense of reverence for theio+20, though a good step in the right direction, left much to b
land that was their lifeblood. desired. Mass education of the public is essel
tial is in reminding Africans of their legacy
and responsibilities. African governments
need to actively create and implement alter-
native economic and energy solutions. There
lis the critifal nkeal fordeffective waste man-
agement. It is time to stop paying lip service
to environmental issues and implement poli-
problems. Population growth leads cies to will protect the land for future genera-
scarcity of land. The myths that were S tions. The time is now and action must be
to protect the land are dispelled and re- taken to turn things around. The tsunamis,
spect for the land is lost as the economy worsens and peagl@l heavy snowfalls, rain, storms, and drought will only get
are forced to survive by any means nddessamnarian  worse. Science indisputably indicates the growing seriousness
based economy of the continent also creates a huge eweiatimer changes and its correlation to increasing global warmir

Fasforward, some centuries later, tt
arrival of the Europeans leads to co
conservationism with its attempts to
0change the Afri

Modernism arrives with urban devel
ment and its seeionomic and politic

THESPIRITOFAGACIRO

African has always been a land of opportunity...the planaintain real control has been difficult to achieve. The push for
where it all began. The 21st century presents unique challeg- Africa that is self sufficient is dependent upon African
es and opportunities for Africans to take control of theleadtrs who carry a fundamental burden for the welfare of all of
nent and lead the development of its peopleg,.. people (not their own), seek collaboration
This is already in motion! In recent times, n with one another, seek African solutions to
African nations are harnessing their resout African problems, and leverage its influences
their sons and daughters in the Diaspora both irdomestic and global business arenas.
cure more lasting and comprehensive na’
building plans. Nations like Ghana and R
are actively working on engaging their su... [
daughters abroad to turn towards their moth- Dr.

It is no secret that Africa is endowed with
enormous riches. So are the opportunities! It
is time for its children to take active roles in

. , : Wa ; o
erland and help in the reconstruction of a socie- M€ Nkrypg, ~ the future of the continent and yet maintain
ty capable of leading the economic highway of the 214tcentu- identity as Africans on an international play- _
ry. It was once stated, by one of the greatest leaders & Afgeg nd . Dr . Nkrumah once sai

and Ghanats first Presi d_c'é"Wﬁei,thUSEWP”.e s’he findsyaavayniaexprieasig/her distingt ¢
should direct its own destiny. However, the control of #&&ity, s/he should not neglect any aspect of world culture tha
sources has been illusive. With many disruptions fronCifetygh d be beneficial in terms

entities, sometimes in tthfeOgRiis® e sRIUBHHPTT &, lt&ted S
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Black Environmentalists

regarding hi t political activities. He i rrentl EEWii (anen_tal Prot_ection Agency (E_PA) gave Wright an Enviror_1
egarding his past political ac IVI.IeS € 1S currently a men@al Justlge A]ghlevement Award in recogpition of her work wi
fell ow at Ameri ca Progretshsea t 9

) - _ _ _ Y ?‘é d'r9y i_O\Fo P#Ed € Mo gcroe
jobsd. As his passion, Van is shedding |light on how
implementing jafveating climate solutions and in the preter norprofit organization, DSCEJ has been instrumental in the
cess, introduction some innovative solutions himself. development of minority leadership in the areas of environmenta

social, and economic justice along the Mississippi River Chemic
Jones is a globally recognized:veimairt pioneer in hu- Corridor. The DSCEJ has become a powerful resource of Enviro
man rights and the clean energy economy.fteirgdarcomental Justice Education and Training. Over the years, the Cent
of three successful nonprofit organizations: the Ella B&ksr made great strides in the accomplishment of these goals an
Center for Human Rights, Color of Change, and Greefzved incredible metamorphosis of local grassroots commun
All. He is also the kgmiting author of the definitive bookrsﬁldents grow into national and international leaders and advoc
green job3he Green Collar Ecbieoatgo holds a joint ap-
pointment at Princeton University as a distinguished
fellow in both the Center for African American Studies
the Program in Science, Technology and Environme
cy at the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and Inter
Affairs.

Dr. Beverly Wright is an award
winning environmental justice a
vocate and scholar. She founde
Deep South Center for Environ- )
mental Justice (DSCEJ), now b Simple Arrangements by Ivy )
at Dillard University in New Orle Calb1669623280rder your fruit trays today
ans. Since Hurricane Katrina, Sfwe Power of Love Love is in the air. Every year we get all

nas been a strong advocate for Méh( &' £ 5“0 5"} Lt 0y " ThTL Oy a

Orl eansd di spl @doeieMptherBaurgagd gower hgs vahijlotgjoiecarp, tdes |
. . . . . votion and a strong commitment to saving the Earth for
pushing for fairness in environmental restoration and AP

for the safety of those that return to the city. In 2008,
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t{RE love families and friends, we love our material posses-
sions but what the green revolution has been is a conscious
reminder of our love for the earth on which we live and

how to take care of it just as it has taken care of us. It
doesndt ask for much from us, just|a co

think through our actions and making - eco - friendly choic-
es like making the conscious decision to recycle, buy organ-
z ic foods, use public transportation every now and then, re -
—_—— I [}

use grocery bags, etc. These little act of love, though drops
in an ocean, certainly go a long way to cutting down
waste and the greenhouse effect.

LANDMARK NETWORK So although we may not make grand gestures of love like
Romeo, our little tokens of love will together create a great
wave of change.

Harinder Dhillon

916-607-0533 O Earth, let us count the ways we ove
Thy sweet cool breeze that Kkisses ur f
. . Thy refreshing water that quenches our lusty thirsts
Harinder@dhillon.com The majesty of thy glorious beauty that never ceases to take
our breathe awayé

Indeed, thou art fearfully and wonderfully made

And may these earnest declarations of love inspire facta

Working for you 100 percent! non verba! (actions, not words!)

Our eNewsletter reaches thousands of readers in California and beyond. Advertise for less with us today.
Admin@taenvironmental.com or call us at 925 -709 4823 (4TAE)
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True Valentine...play my Ipve

CEQA QYERHAUL(CULLEDFROMTHE SF GRONICLE$ Proponents say it will streamline the review process, opponents
it will exclude the public. They argue that about the cost to the pL

Sacramentim the months to come, the Capitol is goinditoas well as public stewardship. Is this a fight between good vs.
soon be embroiled in a fierce battle over the Californi€&ipdrate interest vs. public good? Economic development vs. C
ronmental Quality Act (CEQA). Thi®d0plus law has servation? This will be one fight we will certainly keep an eye on.
been responsible for shaping the stateds devel opment
this overhaul consider it a hindrance to economic development
whiles opponents want it maintained AND expanded. A mam-
moth campaign fight between business groups who want to
OFi x CEQA6 and environment al
seems to be at an impasse.

CEQA wor

However, Sen. Michael RubBakersfield, and Senate

President Pro Tem Darrell Steinb&agciamento are lead-

ing a democratic committee in finding a compromise between
the two groups. The most con:
change the environmental review process to allow newer,

more focused laws on things like water quality and air quality
standards to be substituted for more general provisions in
CEQA. O

owhet h

Our eNewsletter reaches thousands of readers in California and beyond. Advertise for less with us today.
Admin@taenvironmental.com or call us at 925 -709 4823 (4TAE)
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