
1 

 

Under the leadership of Dr. Boatamo 

Mosupyoe, Director of PAN African Studies at 

the California State University, Sacramento, 

many young people are discovering their 

potential as future leaders in 

regional and international affairs. 

Some of these young men and 

women are the first in their 

entire families to go to college, 

while others have been written off 

as failures, and some have just about given up 

their pursuit for higher learning.  These students 

face complex challenges that are sometimes 

misunderstood by observers. 

Addressing Cooper-Woodson College scholars 

earlier this month, Dr. Kwame Acquaah, TAE 

President and Chairman of the African 

Leadership Council, shared leadership principles 

that would guide young leaders to set a solid 

foundation for effective leadership. The students 

were particularly interested in the eight 

fundamental characteristics of effective 

leadership as they relate to PAN Africanism and 

the environment; personal responsibility, 

creativity, independence, humility, honesty, 

optimism, visionary, persistence.   

Leadership in the 21st century and beyond 
depends on effectively guiding young people 
through the challenges of a rapidly changing 
world. This of course, is closely connected to 
understanding and learning from history, 
developing vision, and sound environmental 
policies in the struggle for socio-economic 
advancement.  
 
Mr. Nelson encouraged the students to strive 
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for higher ground in their personal lives, stay away 
from drugs, and other habits that could be detrimental 
to their health, personal life and society as a whole.  
 
Professor Mathilde Mukantabana, History professor at 
Cosumnes River College and President of Friends of 
Rwanda (FOR A), advised the students to seriously 
consider what contributions they can make to their 
communities. She emphasized the importance of being 
actively engaged in local organizations because they are 
critical to the path to successful and effective leader-
ship. One of the most significant characteristics of a 
great leader is the ability to give back unselfishly to the 
community, says Prof. Mukantabana. 

 
The winner of the 2012 

John C. Livingston 

Award, Dr. Rita Cam-

eron-Wedding summed 

up the night with a 

caution about how 

stereotypes hinder the 

ladder to leadership. She advised the students to be-

lieve in themselves as they work to achieve their 

dreams.                                                                                 

Continue on page 2 

sing the Imperatives of Peace and Stability in the Great 

Lakes Regionó. This conference is designed to promote 

good governance by conducting evidence-based policy 

research and causing dialogue  on key governance  

issues.  

The conference will assume an academic nature seek-

ing to find scholarly solutions to the challenges of re-

gional insecurity and instability. The aim is to come up 

with alternative approaches to pacify the region; not to 

supplant ongoing political, diplomatic and military 

efforts, but to supplement them.  

Through the art of conflict resolution, the struggle for 

peace through dialogue has made some in roads but a 

significant amount of work remains to be done. The 

conference is composed of presentations by selected 

eminent academicians and researchers drawn from 

Rwanda, Burundi, Congo, Kenya, Uganda and Tanza-

nia primarily, then from across Africa and other conti-

nents. Dr. Acquaah will be attending from the United 

States.  

Peace is within reach in the Great Lakes Region and 

with that; with peace, the region can experience expo-

nential growth at all levels. 

Dr. Kwame Acquaah taking ques-

tions at the CWC Scholars gathering  

Dr. Musopyoe 

TAE PRESIDENT LEAVES FOR RWANDA 

Dr. Acquaah will be attending a critical conflict 

resolution conference in Rwanda in November. 

The conference was organized by the Rwanda 

Governance Board to address the ongoing con-

flict in the Great Lakes Region.  

According to the RGB, numerous attempts to 

find a resolution has been illusive. As a result, 

RGB is organizing a high level conference òThe 

Nexus Between Governance and Security: Asses- 
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                                      6pmñ11pm      

   For more information, please contact Mathilde Mukantabana 
at 916-683-3356 or visit www.friends-of-rwanda.org 

Aʶʕ f˛ʞ Oɶʍ, Oɶʍ f˛ʞ Aʶʕ 

The Africa we donõt know 

The continent of Africa has long been seen by the West as 

a continent that has fallen behind in global affairs and civi-

lization. Unfortunately, this is a grievous misconception of 

Africa. The continent as a whole has made tremendous 

gains in recent times as it slowly takes itõs place in interna-

tional affairs and leadership. The pace may not be obvious 

to many, but a closer look at Africa can reveal a lot of 

things you donõt know about the continent and its people.  

Did you know that Africa has some of the fastest growing 

economies in the world? With global economies tanking  

around the world, Africa has produced significant jumps in 

GDPs and continue to seek innovative ways to sustain this 

growth across the continent. Ghana, for example, was the 

2nd fastest growing economy is 2011 at estimated 13.7 per-

cent. Of the first 12 fastest growing economies in the 

world, 42 percent came from Africa, according to Economy 

Watch, a respected international economic magazine. In-

cluded in this figure are  Niger 15.4 percent, Angola and 

Liberia at 10.49 percent, Ethiopia 8.02 percent and Zambia 

7.38 percent. Also, Rwanda made significant gains from 

23rd to the 20th fastest growing economy in the world this 

year, according to the IMF World Economic Outlook report. 

This trend is true for many other African nations. 

Those who know of the great potential in Africa are pour-

ing large sums of money into investments on the conti-

nent; such as the Chinese and some Western countries.  

 

 

 

The timing couldnõt be better for Africans in the Diaspora to join 

forces with their native countries to advance and compliment the 

achievements of their brothers and sisters back home. It is proba-

bly worth noting that some Africans in the Diaspora have contrib-

uted to this current growth trend. But more is needed! 

In a recent conference in Boston, United States, it was noted that 

Rwandese in the Diaspora made a conscious effort to invest direct-

ly into their homeland. The recent figure reported is about $80 

million within the last three months.  When Africans come togeth-

er for a common purpose of building a strong socio-economic com-

munity, it will be done. With the depth of African ingenuity and 

perseverance, it is only a matter of time before the world sees Afri-

ca as a leading global force, not just economically, but also in ad-

vancing civilization in the 21st century.  

To submit articles for future Sankofa Editions, please write to us at  Admin@taenvironmental.com  

CWC scholars Continued from page 1:  

Dr. Mosupyoe, Dr. Acquaah, Mrs. Nyide, Dr. Rawlins, Prof. Mukantabana, Mrs. Rawlins, 

Mr. Nelson & The Scholars of Cooper-Woodson Collegeð California State University, Sacra-

mento. Mr. Nyide behind the camera! 

University of Ghana, Legon Sheraton in Accra, Ghana 

2012 Annual Dufatanye                                                               

Fundraising Event  

@ 

Laguna Town Hall                                                           
3020 Renwick Avenue                                                                    

Elk Grove, CA 95758 

Nov 17 

  Tickets  

General   $30        

Students  $20             

Under 12  Free 
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Harinder Dhillon               

916-607-0533 

 

The Big Threeé A  p e r s p e c t i v e  f r o m  K o n a n a  G r e g o r y   

In the environmental world, reduce, reuse, and recycle are probably 
a household trio! As a young child, I had the idea that after the gar-
bage truck picked up the trash each week, that completed the cycle 
and someone else was going to act in a responsible fashion with my 
waste. The garbage was no longer seen so definitely whoever picked 
up the trash would responsibly process the waste material. Unfortu-
nately, they went to the landfills and sometimes to other nations.  

 
That young fantasy of mine and count-
less others is a nightmare that myself 
and generations to come will have to 
contend with. As I became more 
aware of the effect our waste is having 
on the environment, I have become 
more sensitive to how I can contribute 
positively to the environment. It was 
probably not too surprising to learn 
that over fifty percent of natural re-
sources are exclusively consumed by 

humans and therefore the primary reason for todayõs land pollution.  
 
Only ten percent of solid waste can be recycled, leaving the remain-
ing ninety percent to contaminate the land. The result of land pollu-
tion, in my opinion, is the eventual degradation of the earthõs sur-
face. There are ways to deal with this though! TAE has proposed 
some tried-and-true ways, but with new innovating technologies, in 
addressing this age-old waste problem that is chocking our world. 
One way is composting. Composting is wonderful in helping to 
reduce solid waste that would otherwise end up in landfills, rivers, 
and also the water table.  

 

Simple Arrangements                                        

by  Ivy 

Call now and order your fruit trays for your holiday parties! 

916-690-2328 

In some places around the world, such as developing countries, open air 
burning is a common practice. Composting does not only enrich soil, it 
remediates some of the damage already done and even has economic bene-
fits.  It complements the use of water, fertilizers and pesticides in produc-
ing the food we eat. 
 
It is one of the ôlow techõ weapons in an environmentalistõs tool bag.  Liter-
ally all you need is a pile of leaves and yard waste. Depending on your 
needs, you may need several pounds. Fortunately for people like me, there 
are more convenient ways available. We can but compost bins. Compost 
bins come in a variety of sizes and they can be found in the hardware store 
near you. Develop a hobby, start composting for your garden! 

Working for you  100 percent!  

Our eNewsletter reaches thousands of readers in California and beyond. Advertise for less with us today.       
Admin@taenvironmental.com  or call us at 925 - 709- 4823 (4TAE) 

Looking for a small family oriented church in Sacramento? 

Visit Lighthouse Chapel International,                            
3437 Myrtle Avenue, Ste 430 North Highlands, CA 95660         

916-910-4628 

 

Konana Gregory, TAE Fiscal Officer 

From your friends at Trans - Atlantic Environmental  


